
CAREERS IN THE 
CREATIVE  INDUSTRIES



HUNDREDS
SKILLS

YOU

of different roles in the film industry 
that require a range of different 

In this guide, we break down the different 
jobs available in the industry by subject 
and skill in order to help you find a career 
best suited to

There are

WELCOME!
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Hogwarts Great Hall set
As seen in the Harry Potter™ film series

CAPTURE THE MOMENT
      WITH THESE 
CAREER PATHWAYS 
INTO FILM & MEDIA

Cinematography Certificate: 
London Film Academy

www.londonfilmacademy.
com/course/

cinematography-certificate

GENERAL
COURSES

BA (Hons) Television
BA (Hons) Film & Media
BA (Hons) Film Studies

BA (Hons) Film & Television

CAREERS IN FILM & MEDIA

FILM &
MEDIA

CAMERA
OPERATOR

FILM
PRODUCER

PRODUCTION
BUYER

DIRECTOR OF
PHOTOGRAPHY

ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR

FILM
EDITOR

Short and long term 
courses for pre and

post-production:
University of The Arts 

London
www.arts.ac.uk

Post-production short 
course:

Met Film School London 
www.metfilmschool.

ac.uk/courses/four-week-
postproduction

Skillshare online 
courses 

www.skillshare.com/
browse/film-editing

BTEC National Diploma 
in Film and Television 

Production:
The Milton Keynes 

Academy
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MA Script Writing:
Goldsmiths, 
University of 

London

BA (Hons) 
Filmmaking & 
Scriptwriting: 

University of West 
of Scotland

MA Screenwriting:
Met Film School, 

London

No formal routes, 
a GOOD  

KNOWLEDGE 
of film craft  

is needed

General English or 
other Languages

degreesBroadcast Production
Assistant

www.screenskills.com

CAREERS IN LANGUAGES

SCRIPT
WRITER

SCRIPT
SUPERVISOR

SCRIPT
ANALYST

SCREEN 
WRITER

A common route into one of these careers is via an English Language, English Literature or 
Modern Languages degree

SCRIPT
READER

SHOW
RUNNER

SUBTITLIST

LANGUAGES

PRODUCTION
DESIGN

PRODUCTION
ACCOUNTANT

FINANCE
CONTROLLER

(MONETARY BUDGETING)

PROP MAKER
(SCALING & MEASURING)

DRAUGHTSPERSON
(SCALING)

COMMERCIAL
MANAGEMENT

(REVENUE & OCCUPANCY)

CAREERS IN MATHS

Accounting degree
or Bookkeeping

courses could lead
to these positions

BA (Hons) Production Design 
for Stage & Screen:

 The Northern School of Art
www.northernart.ac.uk/

ba-hons-production-design-
stage-screen-2/

BA (Hons) Production & 
Technical Arts: 

Stage & Screen LAMDA
www.lamda.ac.uk/all-

courses/ba-hons-production-
technical-arts-stage-screen

Business Studies

MATHS

WHITE CARD
MODEL MAKER

CAMERA
OPERATOR

(RATIOS & PERSPECTIVE)

There isn’t a set career path into 
the role. Experience working as 
an architectural technician or 

draughtsperson on construction 
projects is helpful, as well as a 
qualification in architecture or 

industrial design.
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Dobby, CGI character
As seen in Harry Potter And The Deathly Hallows – Part 1

CREATE MAGIC
WITH THESE 

     CAREER PATHWAYS 
INTO COMPUTING

MA Digital Effects 
Bournemouth

University

ADR
MIXER

AV 
OPERATOR

GAMES USER 
INTERFACE

(UX) DESIGNER

COLOURIST
VIDEO 

EDITOR

3D MODELLING 
ARTIST

ON SET VFX 
SUPERVISOR

MSc Computer
Animation &

Visual Effects, 
Bournemouth

University

BA (Hons) Digital Film & TV 
Production:

LMA campuses in London 
and Liverpool

www.lma.ac.uk/ba-hons-
digital-film-tv-production-

clearing-2022

 Video and Audio Post-
Production Level 5:

City of Bristol College
www.cityofbristol.ac.uk/
courses/creative-media-

diploma/

BA (Hons) Audio Production 
and Music Technologies: 
University of Chichester
www.chi.ac.uk/creative-

industries/course/ba-hons-
audio-production-and-

music-technologies/

BTEC Diploma in Digital Games 
Design and Development:

Keighley College
www.keighleycollege.ac.uk/

courses/btec-level-3-national-
diploma-games-design-

development-creative-media-
practice-2/

Video Games Art & Design/
Design Production:
Technical (T) Level 

Entertainment Technology
www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/
subjects/digital-production-

design-development

VISUAL EFFECTS 
SUPERVISOR

POST VISUAL 
EFFECTS 

SUPERVISOR

COMPUTING

CAREERS IN COMPUTING

Apprenticeships are a great pathway into most of these careers
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SOUND
MIXERSOUND

EDITOR
GAMES SOUND

DESIGNER

SOUND
TRAINEE

SUPERVISING
SOUND EDITOR

MUSIC
EDITOR

FOLEY
ARTIST

MUSIC &
SOUND

BSc (Hons) Music 
Composition and
Technology  for

Films and Games

BTEC National 
Diploma in Film 
and Television 

Production

BTEC National 
Diploma/Extended 

Diploma in Music 
Technology

Many study sound design, 
music, or film. They then 

continue developing their 
skills, after their degrees 

and gain experience
in their field

WHITE CARD
MODEL MAKER

CONCEPT
ARTIST

STOP MOTION/
FRAME ANIMATOR

DIGITAL IMAGING
TECHNICIAN

COLOURIST

STORYBOARD
ARTIST

PRODUCTION
DESIGNER

ART DEPARTMENT
TRAINEE

GRAPHIC
DESIGNER

ADVERTISING
EXECUTIVE

CINEMATIC
PHOTOGRAPHY

MA Cinematography: 
National Film and
Television School

Beaconsfield

BA (Hons) Production Design for 
Stage & Screen:

The Northern School of Art
www.northernart.ac.uk/ba-

hons-production-design-stage-
screen-2/

BA (Hons) Comics and 
Concept Art:

University of Hertfordshire
www.herts.ac.uk/courses/
undergraduate/ba-hons-
comics-and-concept-art

BA (Hons) 2D Digital Animation: 
University of Hertfordshire
www.herts.ac.uk/courses/
undergraduate-courses/

undergraduate-subject-areas/
animation,-film-and-digital

OCR Cambridge Technical Diploma: 
Art and Design (Graphic Design) 

And University of Brighton:
BTEC Diploma in Graphics

www.brighton.ac.uk/courses/
study/graphic-design-ba-hons.

aspx

Model degrees; Model 
Effects, Special Effects 

and Character and 
Creative Effects:

University of Herts

ART &
DESIGN

•	 Art and design diplomas and degrees are great pathways in, as well as Film and TV 
Production and Photographic diplomas and degrees

•	 London Film School, Absolute Beginners: Practical Skills for Getting a Start in the Art 
Department www.lfs.org.uk/workshops/lfs-workshops/2549/absolute-beginners-
practical-skills-getting-start-art-department

•	 Apprenticeships are a great pathway into most of these careers

CAREERS IN MUSIC & SOUND

A good pathway into a career using music in media is gaining an MS Music and Sound for 
Film and Games

CAREERS IN ART & DESIGN
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Potions Classroom set
As seen in the Harry Potter film series

BRING VISIONS TO LIFE 
      WITH THESE
CAREER PATHWAYS 
INTO TRADE & CRAFT

CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEER

PROP
MASTER

BROADCAST
ENGINEER

HAIR & MAKE UP
DESIGNER

SET
DECORATOR

LIGHTING
TECHNICIAN

PLASTERER CARPENTER

CAREERS IN TRADE & CRAFT

Level 3 Vocational 
Qualifications in any 

craft such as plastering 
or carpentry

www.cityandguilds.com

BTEC or other vocational 
course in Electrical 

Engineering
www.uxbridgecollege.ac.uk

ScreenSkills has
lots of other examples 

of routes in to this 
position

www.screenskills.com

Diplomas and degrees in 
Business, Enterprise and 

Entrepreneurship are all good 
pathways in

www.buckscollegegroup.ac.uk
www.strath.ac.uk

Brushstroke Make-up 
and Hair Academy,

Elstree Studios
www.brushstroke.co.uk

T Level in Media, 
Broadcast and 
Production or

University degree
www.tlevels.gov.uk

TRADE & 
CRAFT
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http://www.cityandguilds.com
http://www.uxbridgecollege.ac.uk/courses/engineering/btec-level-3-national-diploma-in-electronic-electrical-engineering-yr-1-of-3-yr-course
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http://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/media-broadcast-production


COSTUME
DESIGNER

COSTUME
TRAINEE

COSTUME
BREAKDOWN

ARTIST

PRODUCTION
BUYER

•	 Volunteer with local theatre groups, ask for work experience at studios or approach 
university film and fashion departments

•	 A common career path for costume designers is to start as a costume assistant 
or wardrobe trainee and climb the ladder from there to second assistant costume 
designer and so on, without necessarily having higher education training

 BA(Hons) Costume 
Design for Film and TV: 

Falmouth University
www.falmouth.ac.uk 

Foundation Degree (FdA) 
Costume for Theatre, 

TV and Film:
Bristol Old Vic Theatre 

School 
www.oldvic.ac.uk 

Costume for 
Theatre and Screen 
Wimbledon College 

of Arts CourseTEXTILES

CAREERS IN TEXTILES

Bellatrix Lestrange’s costume
As seen in the Harry Potter film series

ENVISION DESIGN 
WITH THESE 

     CAREER PATHWAYS 
INTO TEXTILES
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FILM
PROGRAMMER

SALES
AGENT

PUBLIC
RELATIONSGRAPHIC 

DESIGNER
GAMES

PUBLISHER

BRANDING 
MANAGER

CASTING  ASSISTANT
PROGRESSING TO 

CASTING DIRECTOR

PRODUCTION
COORDINATOR

LOCATION
MANAGER/SCOUT

FLOOR
RUNNER

DIRECTOR

OTHER CAREERS WHICH ARE NOT SUBJECT SPECIFIC

OTHER
CAREERS

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION
EXECUTIVE

MARKETING
ASSISTANT

PUBLICIST
MARKETING
MANAGER

BUSINESS
MANAGEMENT

Open University
free course on 

‘The Business of 
Film’

CAREERS IN BUSINESS STUDIES

www.futurelearn.com
course ‘Film 
Distribution: 

Connecting Films
with Audiences’

BUSINESS
STUDIES

Diplomas & degrees
in Business, Enterprise 
and Entrepreneurship

are all good pathways in

BA (Hons) Advertising and 
Marketing:

Lancaster University
www.lancaster.ac.uk/study/

undergraduate/courses/
advertising-and-marketing-

ba-hons-n501/
HND qualifications are another route of entering into the industry giving practical

hands-on learning

16 17

http://www.futurelearn.com
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/advertising-and-marketing-ba-hons-n501/
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/advertising-and-marketing-ba-hons-n501/
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/advertising-and-marketing-ba-hons-n501/
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/advertising-and-marketing-ba-hons-n501/


JOB ROLES 
IN FILM

PRODUCERS

CASTING

CAMERA
Director of Photography (DGA) 
Camera Operator 
Camera Assistant 
Clapper/Loader 
Video Assistant Set Production Assistant

Gaffer 
Rigging Gaffer 
Assistant Chief Lighting Technician
Chief Lighting Technician 
Electrician/Set Lighting 
Technician & Rigging Electrician

SPECIAL EFFECTS

VISUAL EFFECTS

Special Effects Coordinator 
Special Effects Supervisor 
Technician & Utility

Digital Compositor 
Rotoscope Artist 
3D Artist 
Visual Effects Manager 

Casting Director 
Casting Assistant

ART
Production Designer 
Art Director 
Set Designer/ Draughtsperson
Art Dept. Coordinator
Draughtsperson
White Card Model Maker
Model Maker
Storyboard Artist
Concept Artist 
Photographer
Graphic Designer 
Stop Motion Frame Animator 

CONSTRUCTION
Construction Manager
Rigger
Driver
Plasterer
Carpenter
Runner

SET DEC.

WRITING

Set Decorator 
Lead Person 
Set Dresser/Swing Gang 
Shopper/Buyer
Set Distresser

Script Writer 
Script Reader 
Script Analyst 

PROPERTY
Props Maker 
Assistant Props Maker

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS
First & Secured ADs (DGA)

Sound Mixer 
Boom Operator 
Cable/Utility Person
Foley Artist
Sound Editor 

Stunt Coordinator 
Stunt Performer

SOUND

STUNTS

ELECTRIC

SCRIPT SUPERVISOR

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

PRODUCTION
CO-PRODUCERS 

(& ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS) 
LINE PRODUCERS

UNIT PRODUCTION MANAGER (DGA)

CRAFT SERVICE
CATERING
SET MEDICS

Production Officer 
Coordinator

Assistant Production 
Office Coordinator

Key / Office  
Production Assistant

Office Production 
Assistant

Travel Coordinator

Grip 
Chief Lighting Technician
Assistant Chief Lighting Technician
Driver 
Production Coordinator
Key Grip 
Key Rigging Grip 
Dolly Grip 
Grip/Rigging Grip

LOCATIONS

EXTRA CASTINGS
Extra Casting Director 
Extra Casting Associate 
& Assistant

PUBLICITY
Unit Publicist 
(Studio Publicist)
Marketing 
PR 

ACCOUNTING
Head Accountant 
Payroll Accountant 
1st Accountant 
2nd Accountant 
Accounting Clerk

FINANCIAL
Production Accountant 
Commercial Management 
(revenue & occupancy) 
Finance Controller 

COSTUMES
Costume Designer 
Costume Buyer 
Costume Fitter 
Costume Breakdown Artist
Costume Runner

MAKEUP & HAIR
Chief Hairdresser
Chief Makeup Artist 
Shopper/Buyer
Hair & Makeup Artist 
Prosthetic Makeup Artist 
Special Effects Makeup Artist

Location scout

TRANSPORTATION
Transport Coordinator 
Transport Captain/Co-Captain 
Driver

SET TUTORS

POST-PRODUCTION
Senior Editor 
Foley Artist 
Visual Effect
Subtitle Editor 
Video Editor 
Colourist 
Post Visual Effects Supervisor 

DIRECTOR 



WARNER BROS. 
STUDIOS LEAVESDEN

APPRENTICESHIPS 

WWW.WBSL.COM

ITV APPRENTICESHIPS  

WWW.ITVJOBS.COM

UK SCREEN ALLIANCE 

WWW.UKSCREENALLIANCE.CO.UK

CHANNEL 4
APPRENTICESHIPS 

WWW.CAREERS.CHANNEL4.COM

RUNNERS AND OTHER TRAINEE/
ENTRY LEVEL POSITIONS 

BROADCAST PRODUCTION
ASSISTANT 

WWW.SCREENSKILLS.COM

VIRGIN MEDIA
APPRENTICESHIPS 

WWW.CAREERS.VIRGINMEDIA.COM

BBC APPRENTICESHIPS

WWW.BBC.CO.UK

SKY APPRENTICESHIPS  

WWW.CAREERS.SKY.COM

WARNER BROS. 
DISCOVERY 

WWW.CAREERS.WBD.COM/GLOBAL/EN

APPRENTICESHIPS
WEBSITES OF INTEREST

GENERAL CAREER INFORMATION AND 
JOB PROFILING 

www.screenskills.com

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS NOT AN EXHAUSTIVE LIST OF COURSES  AVAILABLE IN THE UK, THERE ARE LOTS MORE AVAILABLE FOR EACH CREATIVE CAREER

ROYAL TELEVISION SOCIETY HAS 
INFORMATION ON ENTRY LEVEL TRAINING

www.rts.org.uk/education-and-
training-pages/entry-level-training

GENERAL COURSE INFO
THE OPEN

UNIVERSITY DIGITAL
FILM SCHOOL

OPEN UNIVERSITY 
FREE COURSE ON

‘THE BUSINESS OF FILM’

FUTURELEARN.COM 
COURSE 

‘FILM DISTRIBUTION CONNECTING 
FILMS WITH AUDIENCES’

FUTURELEARN.COM 
COURSE 

‘EXPLORE FILMMAKING FROM 
SCRIPT TO SCREEN’

BFI FUTURE FILM 
ACADEMY, COVERING 

ALL AREAS OF
FILMMAKING

T LEVEL INFORMATION ON 
THE GOV.UK WEBSITE 

www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/
subjects/media-broadcast-pro-

duction

BFI ACADEMY

GENERAL UNIVERSITY 
COURSES INCLUDE:
BA (HONS) TELEVISION

BA (HONS) FILM AND MEDIA
BA (HONS) FILM STUDIES

BA (HONS) FILM AND TELEVISION

WEBSITES
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http://www.itvjobs.com
http://www.ukscreenalliance.co.uk
https://careers.channel4.com
http://www.Screenskills.com
https://careers.virginmedia.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk
https://careers.sky.com
https://careers.wbd.com/global/en
http://www.screenskills.com
https://rts.org.uk/education-and-training-pages/entry-level-training
https://rts.org.uk/education-and-training-pages/entry-level-training
http://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/media-broadcast-production
http://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/media-broadcast-production
http://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/media-broadcast-production


NOTES



TM & © 2023 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. Wizarding World Publishing Rights © JKR.

Warner Bros. 
Studios 

Leavesden

WBD Careers

WB LinkedIn

ScreenSkills

FIND OUT MORE


